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Abstract

The Role of Korean Church for Healthy Korean Society

: With Emphasis on Calvin’s Theology

Prof, Dr, Samuel-Y. Lee

This article focuses on the role of Korean Church to the
realization of fair Korean society. It is the author’s conviction
that Calvin’s role in development of fair society in Geneva during
16th century can function as a good model for accomplishing
our purpose of achieving a fair Korean society and the role
of Korean church for this purpose. In 16th century social setting,
Calvin’s understanding of fairness in Genevan society was largely
based upon the concept of love for God and love for the neighbor.
Faimess was sought on none other than the law of God showing
great respect for divine love and its actual in terms of concern
and care for the poor in the society. Calvin’s practice for a
fair society can be summarized in two categories of his ministry.
First, Calvin pursued fairness as an expert in the field of law.
He had written not only Ecclesiastical Ordinances (1541) for the
Genevan church but also civil laws in the city including various
laws. In Ecclesiastical Ordinances Calvin was able to show forth
the concept of fairness by emphasizing corporate solidarity,

collegiality, and equality among the pastors within the Genevan



Church. Also he had indirectly influenced the legislation of the
sumptuary law which was an attempt for equality to be reinforced
regardless of one’s status. Second, Calvin pursued fairness in
society as a church minister. His influence can be seen in the
establishment of deacons for proper care of the hospitals and
Bourse francaise. Hospitals in Geneva, even though not directly
under the control of the church, had exercised the duty of taking
care of the poor with fairness. Bourse frangaise had provided
fair opportunities to the French refugees in Geneva for them
to realize their potential by preparing funds, educational facilities,
etc. In light of Calvin’s ministry in Geneva, five suggestions
are made for the Korean Church to possibly contribute for
establishing a fair Korean society: recovery of worship and
education for social service in the church, reconsideration of
the current office of deacon in the church, emphasis on the
universality of Christian ethics as a proper element for
accomplishing fairness in the society, necessity for acquiring
expertises in the field of social services in the church, necessity

for education toward society.

Keywords | Korean society, Korean church, fairness,
John Calvin, social service
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